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and I was surprised to see that little attempt was made
to check them wandering about among the hundreds
of firemen busy at work. I was able to go in and out
of the buildings, take photographs and ask as many
questions as I wanted; only once did anyone ask for
my papers. One of the first to arrive was a member
of the Italian Embassy, who made a thorough examina-
tion of the damage and then, presumably, telegraphed
to his Government. About a hundred 'planes came
over Paris and scored direct hits with heavy bombs
of 200 Ibs. and more over nearly the entire length of
the works, which cover about a quarter of a mile. At
one end there was only a wall left standing precariously.
The roof of the vast garage had gone and fires were
burning. Farther along, there were huge stretches of
glass which had been blown out, but the framework
of the roof remained intact as the blast of the bombs
had been able to escape. The administrative premises
beyond had been heavily damaged by a series of direct
hits. The workshops and garages had contained a
number of cars, but there was no attempt to drive them
away until about twenty minutes after the fires had
started. An R.A.R officer, who arrived soon after
the 'planes had passed, drove several cars into safety
himself. The fire engines took half an hour to arrive.
Fortunately all the workmen had been still out at their
midday meal, otherwise the death-roll would have
been very heavy. They had gone down into the
shelters and had not come out until the " all clear "
had been sounded. By that time most of the cars had